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“UNTITLED”

I wrestled with the title of this 
newsletter article.  How does 
one sum up 36 years in a short, 
pithy title?  Since I was wanting 
to focus on the content of this 
article, the title I will leave to 
you.

It has been an honor to serve 
the Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
Community School District as 
high school principal (5) and  
superintendent (31).  It has 
been a privilege to work with 
exceptional, professional staff 
who are dedicated to providing 
the best possible learning envi-
ronment and opportunities for 
students.

Students and parents have 
been a pleasure to work with.  
Classrooms, activities, and ath-
letics don’t work without par-
ticipation and dedication by 
students and support from their 
parents/guardians.  The K-12 
experience is such a brief peri-
od of time to fulfill the district’s 
mission, “Preparing Students 
Today for Tomorrow.”  Taking 
advantage of that time will pay 
dividends in the future.

The communities that make 
up the CGD District have also 
been very supportive.  Rarely 
does the public say no to sup-
porting the school when ap-
proving bond issues, PPEL re-

newals, and capital campaigns.  
The district has also been the 
beneficiary of this generosi-
ty through the construction of 
a weight room, a playground, 
scoreboards, Leader in Me pro-
gram, senior citizens’ nights, 
booster club support, fun runs, 
academic nights, silent auc-
tions, fundraisers, meals, and 
so many other forms of support 
outside of traditional school 
funding.  Building projects 
during my tenure included re-
moving a dangerous three story 
building built in 1913, building 
a MS/Elementary multipurpose 
room, library, computer labs, 
and ICN room, expanding the 
middle school wing and refig-



uring the front entry and office 
suite, expanding and renovat-
ing the high school to bring 
locker rooms in compliance 
with Title IX, turning a wrestling 
room into a classroom and two 
computer labs, constructing a 
new wrestling room and library, 
and adding geothermal heat-
ing and cooling.

The district has also been a 
leader in the state in areas of 
reorganization and employ-
ee benefits.  In 1980, Clarion 
and Goldfield were the first 
school districts, along with Cor-
with-Westley and LuVerne to 
enter into sharing agreements 
under Iowa Code 28E.  Lan-
guage in those original agree-
ments still serves as boiler-plate 
language for sharing agree-
ments used today.  That same 
year, Clarion was the first school 
district in the state to provide 
self-funded medical insurance 
for their employees.

The district has also seen a 
number of mergers.  This in-
cludes Clarion and Goldfield 
in 1993 and Clarion-Goldfield 
and Dows in 2014.  Portions 
of other districts also became 
part of the district through two 
dissolutionments, Boone Valley 
and Corwith-Wesley.  Currently 
CGD is one of the largest geo-
graphic school districts in the 
state of Iowa with 362 square 
miles and portions of four coun-
ties within district boundaries 
(Wright, Franklin, Humboldt, 

Hancock).  The district stretch-
es from the four corners in the 
northwest (Wright, Humboldt, 
Kossouth, Hancock) to across 
Interstate 35 to the southeast.  
Driving from one end of the dis-
trict to the other would add 54 
miles to an odometer.

The district also has the distinc-
tion of stability.  Despite having 
two superintendents only stay-
ing in Clarion three years, there 
have only been five superinten-
dents since 1932.  C.J. Chris-
tensen led the district during 
the years of 1932-1967.  Don 
Ambroson, who was superin-
tendent when the high school 
was built, was the superinten-
dent 1967-1970.  Donald O. 
Holmstrom was superintendent 
1970-1973.  Byron (Lefty) Hof-
meister, who served as my men-
tor, was superintendent 1973-
1989.  After serving as high 
school principal (1984-1989), 
I was approved to serve as su-
perintendent from 1989 to the 
end of this academic year on 
June 30, 2020.  This represents 
a total of 88 years.

My resignation/retirement letter 
was presented and approved 
by the board on October 14.  
The timing of this resignation 
was done to provide time to 
seek and secure the district’s 
next superintendent.  The dis-
trict should attract quality can-
didates for reasons stated in 
this article.  This is a special 
place with quality staff and a 

supportive community.

Personally, my wife Cay and I 
have had two daughters born 
and educated in the district 
while in CGD.  We look forward 
to our next adventure while 
appreciating how special this 
community really is.

KIDS KORNER & CGD  
ELEMENTARY

A large number of individu-
als attended the school board 
meeting October 14, to ad-
dress the board and share how 
much Kids Korner means to 
them and the community.  The 
large crowd was prompted by a 
letter written by the district to 
the Kids Korner board to ask 
that the facility be vacated by 
May 1, 2020.  Why May 1?  If 
the district had access to the 
Kids Korner facility, it would 
take the summer to reconfigure 
the space into classrooms by 
the next school year.  The let-
ter was also written to create a 
sense of urgency to get some-
thing done.

A great deal of passion and 
tears were shared with the 
board showing how important 
Kids Korner is to the communi-
ty and what damage the com-
munity would likely experience 
if Kids Korner was forced to 
close.

During the meeting, it was 
shared that the district didn’t 
want Kids Korner to close.  
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That wasn’t intent of the letter.  
There needed to be an urgency 
to enlarge the facilities for both 
Kids Korner and the school dis-
trict.  The district is out of room.  
Over the years, the district 
has converted every available 
space into instructional areas.  
The district office moved out 
and former offices and board 
room were converted into in-
structional areas.  The City Rec-
reation Director was asked to 
move out.  An ICN room was 
converted into two classrooms.  
A computer lab became a class-
room.  Conference rooms and 
storage areas were converted 
into instructional areas.  Every 
available classroom space is uti-
lized in the elementary.  Class 
sizes are too large and there is 

no other place to go.

Kids Korner and the district 
have something in common, 
having to turn children away.  
Preschools typically fill quickly 
with enrollment approved on 
a first-come, first-served basis, 
requiring waiting lists.  Kids 
Korner is often in the same situ-
ation with waiting lists.  Bottom 
line, Kids Korner & CGD Ele-
mentary have outgrown their 
respective facilities.  Both enti-
ties are underserving the com-
munity.

The board of education pushed 
back the deadline of vacating 
Kids Korner by one year (May 
1, 2021) with the expectation 
that the district and Kids Korner 
work together to form a study 

committee to explore the pos-
sibly of developing a joint, Early 
Childhood Center.  A commit-
tee of stakeholders is being 
assembled to explore options 
of using existing buildings in 
the community or construct-
ing a new facility.  Initial mem-
bers of that study group will 
include representatives from 
Kids Korner, CGD, the City, the 
County, Hagie Manufacturing, 
Iowa Specialty Hospital, and 
Centrum Valley Farms.  Large 
employers were included in this 
group since many of their em-
ployees need childcare.  The 
members of the study com-
mittee could decide to expand 
the size of the committee to in-
clude other individuals needed 
to best plan for the future.

Dr. Bob Bids Us Farewell

The Box Top Store is still here!!  The CGD FFA 
will continue to host Box Top stores at the ele-

mentary school and gather them at the mid-
dle school and high school.  Please continue 

to clip those Box Tops and look for the 
next store time.  There are some changes 

in Box Tops.  Not all products have a piece you 
can cut out but instead you scan 

your receipt  in the Box Tops app and 
select Clarion as your school to support.  If 
you have questions please let Mrs. Charlson 
know at acharlson@clargold.org
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CLARION-GOLDFIELD-DOWS SUPERINTENDENT POSITION
STAKEHOLDER SURVEY INVITATION

Survey Link:  https://tinyurl.com/CGDSuptSurvey
(Alternate URL:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd12cqwKaC08f9S-lHGv7pjTjvxl-
GZVqcWxguWazykLDe_1FA/viewform)

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows School Board has hired Grundmeyer Leader Services to support the 
search for a new superintendent.  Long time district Superintendent Dr. Bob Olson has recently an-
nounced his retirement at the end of the school year.  The search will begin immediately and con-
clude with the hire of a new successful leader.  Your feedback regarding what desired qualifications 
are most important for this position will ensure the new hire is a good fit for both the school district 
and community.  

Please share narrative insights and rank personal and professional priorities for the new superin-
tendent.  The search team will produce a general report based on the information gathered in this 
survey.  The report will be shared with the board to advise them on what priorities the district and 
community stakeholders are looking for in a new leader.  

This survey is anonymous unless you provide your name voluntarily.  Thank you for taking the time 
to complete this survey and provide direction for this important leadership position before Sunday, 
November 17thth.

Superintendent hiring timeline:

        Nov. 1-17 Stakeholder survey open

        Nov. 22-Jan. 5 Application period

        January 15 Board reviews candidate pool (closed session)

        February 5 Board screens candidates (closed session)

        February 26 Formal interviews with finalists

Please take a moment...



FRESH FRUIT & VEGGIES

This school year, students at the elementary are being served a fresh fruit or vegetable snack four days 
a week.  We applied for and received a grant through the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program and the 
Iowa Child Nutrition Program.  It has been a great opportunity for students to try healthy foods that 
may be new to them and to have a snack that is delicious, fresh, and healthy in the afternoon!
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Fruits and Veggies - Yum!
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ACADEMIC NIGHT

Amanda Warner, Katie Stundahl, Casey Simmons, Martha Slagle, and Shannon Brooks

The elementary held Academic Night on Thursday, October 24.  Students and their families enjoyed 
visiting several stations that included classrooms, art, library, P.E., music, and guidance.  They also 
enjoyed a hot dog supper, provided in part by several generous donors.  Thank you to everyone who 
helped make our Academic Night a success!

Academic Night Fun!
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EROSION

The second grade recently explored erosion by doing hands-on experiments.

Science Exploration
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FIRE SAFETY

Firefighters visited 4th grade and handed out free smoke detectors.

Where There's Smoke...
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FIRE SAFETY POSTERS

Thank you to the Clarion Fire Department for 
once again hosting a poster contest during Fire 
Safety Week.  The winners received a certificate 
for a FREE movie of their choice, a FREE kids 
pack at the movie and a cash prize.  All students 
worked to create a poster around the theme 
“Plan and Practice Your Escape.”   
Congratulations to the following winners:

Kindergarten: 
1st Place - Greyson Disney  
                 (missing from the photo)
2nd Place - Gabrielle Barrett
3rd Place - Kaetin Gangstead
4th Place - Brooklyn Comstock

1st Grade:
1st Place - Kayleigh Marshall
2nd Place - Kevin Hernandez Gonzalez
3rd Place - Ciaran Holmes  
                  (missing from the photo)

2nd Grade:
1st Place - Fanny Poac
2nd Place - Alison Barahona
3rd Place - Jesus Rodriguez Juarez

3rd Grade:
1st Place - Maxton Downing  
                  (missing from the photo)
2nd Place - Chase Cramer
3rd Place - Tiffany Roush

4th Grade:
1st Place - Avery Fiscus
2nd Place - Hannah Wharton
3rd Place - Miguel Rodriguez

5th Grade:
1st Place - Junia Woodley
2nd Place - Nazaria Matul
3rd Place - Emily Sandoval

Congratulations!
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SUN CHALLENGE

In science, the kindergarten experimented on 
how to get the sun to shine on a town that is in a 
valley and is always in the shade.

Let the sun shine in!
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A TRIP TO THE MEADOWS ASSISTED LIVING

By Mrs. Jensen, 5th grade

Mrs. Jensen’s 5th grade class made a visit to 
the Meadows Assisted Living in Clarion. The 
students showed the residents how to make a 
pumpkin craft they could display in their room. 
They also had interview questions to ask the res-
idents to learn about the differences in the time 
they grew up and now, and a wonderful time 
was had by all.

Meadows Visit



STUDY TRIP TO THE SCIENCE  
CENTER OF IOWA

by Mrs. Jensen, 5th grade

The 5th grade classes, along with some help-
ful parents and volunteers, attended the Sci-
ence Center of Iowa in Des Moines as part of 
their science curriculum. They had a day full of 
hands-on activities and a program, “ZAPPED,” 
that taught about the transfer of electrical cur-
rent.

Check out these future scientists hard at work!
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Science Center of Iowa 
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Science Center of Iowa



ELEMENTARY SPECIAL  
OLYMPICS

In October, 3 elementary students 
participated in Special Olympics.  
They went to Fort Dodge and 
competed in bowling.  They had 
a great time and each student re-
ceived a ribbon.  On November 
23rd, 2 elementary students will 
be traveling to Des Moines to 
compete at the state competition.

In the picture (L to R):

JJ Sheehan, Stephanie  
Chocop-Ordonez, Josue Sofoifa 
Maldonado
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Special Olympics

HIGH SCHOOL SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS

On October 17, the CGDHS Spe-
cial Education class went to Fort 
Dodge to compete in bowling 
for the North Iowa Special Olym-
pics 2019. Bowling is one of the 
most popular sports in Special 
Olympics. It is a particularly ben-
eficial sport to people with in-
tellectual disabilities, regardless 
of their age or sports abilities, 
since it ensures physical exercise 
and at the same time participa-
tion and social integration. All 
the students did amazingly well 
and had a wonderful time catch-
ing up with old friends and mak-
ing new. Calista Briggs received 
2nd place, Kayla Ramirez got 3rd 
place and Zoey Green received 
5th place. Kelsey Hanch received 
1st place and moves on to State! 
Great job girls. 



WHEAT TO FLOUR

First grade has been learning about 
plants in science.  We planted rye 
grass, alfalfa and wheat seeds and 
watched how they grew.  As part of 
this learning we invited Kay Kern with 
Ag in the Classroom to visit and teach 
us more about wheat.  She brought 
wheat stalks for each student.  We got 
to rub the head of the wheat to get 
out the grain.  Then we separated the 
wheat grain from the chaff.  Students 
then put their grains into a grinder 
and turned the handle to make flour.  
At the end, each student got to en-
joy a small slice of wheat bread.  We 
learned a lot about wheat and had 
a lot of fun! A big thank you to Kay 
for helping us learn and to Sugarpie 
Bakery in Belmond for providing the 
bread.
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Where Does Bread Come From?
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News from the Library

IN THE LIBRARY
Fall Fun

We have had a fun fall season in the library. In the photo above you
see students working on creating a fence after reading the story

"Creepy Carrots" by Aaron Reynolds and Peter Brown. Below you see
augmented pumpkins that we carved in kindergarten and two

students sharing a fall book together. 
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ELEMENTARY WINTER 
CONCERTS

Students in the elementary 
music classroom have been 
working on seasonal selec-
tions celebrating the new 
school year and the arrival 
of autumn.  They are now 
shifting focus to the winter 
concerts.  The students look 
forward to showing guests 
what they have learned.  

This year, the 3rd through 
5th grade concert is on 
December 9th while the 
Kindergarten through 2nd 
grade concert will be De-
cember 10th.  For both of 
these concert dates there 
will be a dress rehearsal 

open to the public at 1 p.m. 
with an evening perfor-
mance at 7 p.m.  

SEUSSICAL IS A  
SUCCESS!!!

The CGDHS Vocal Mu-
sic Department presented 
the musical “Seussical” on 
Friday, Nov. 1 and Satur-
day, Nov. 2.  The 37-mem-
ber cast included 22 high 
school students and 15 mid-
dle school students. (At the 
time of this article, we do 
not know how many people 
attended the musical.)

Auditions for Seussical were 
held in mid-September.  
“Although the auditions  

were competitive, it taught 
the students how to go 
through an audition,” com-
mented David Ackerman, 
vocal music instructor.  Ta-
mara EnTin, HS special 
education teacher and HS 
speech coach, joined Mr. 
Ackerman this year as dra-
ma director for the musical.  
Both EnTin and Ackerman 
were quite pleased with 
the partnership between 
the high school and middle 
school students.  They real-
ly helped each other grow 
in their musical talents.   

EnTin and Ackerman would 
like to thank CGD Schools 
and CGD Music Boosters 
for their financial support

Musical Notes
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with the musical.  Without 
these two organizations 
working together, it would 
be impossible to produce 
such a musical.  Also, thank 
you to Shannon Leist for 
costume repairs and alter-
ations; Andy Tew and the 
construction class for all 
their set work, and Dwight 
Tew and Bruce Voigts for 
picking up the entire Seus-
sical set from Hampton-Du-
mont Schools.

ALL-STATE CHORUS  
AUDITION RESULTS

On Saturday, October 26th, 
four CGD high school vocal 
students auditioned for the 
All-State Chorus in Hamp-
ton: Jaylynn Eddington, 
Katherine Soenen, Huston 
Johnson, and Clinton Mill-
er.  The four students au-
ditioned as a quartet.  Jay-
lynn, Katherine, Huston, 
and Clinton rehearsed sev-
eral hours with Mr. Acker-
man since early September.  
Also, all four of these stu-
dents attended Wartburg’s 
All-State Music Camp in 
August.  

Although these four stu-

dents were not selected for 
the All State Chorus, Clin-
ton Miller was recalled as a 
bass.  This means that Clin-
ton had to audition again 
and by himself.  He stood in 
a line with 15  other bass-
es, waiting to be a member 
of the All-State Chorus.  “It 
was quite the experience 
having to audition again,” 
commented Clinton.    

Mr. Ackerman would like 
to thank all four CGD High 
School Chorus students for 
auditioning for the All-State 
Chorus.  “This is something 
that you never forget, hav-
ing a chance to audition for 
such a prestigious group 
of musicians,” stated vocal 
instructor David Ackerman.  
This group of students will 
have a chance to sing the 
All-State music at the North 
Central District Honor Choir 
at NIACC in Mason City on 
Monday, Nov. 4th.  

NORTH CENTRAL  
DISTRICT HONOR  
CHOIR FOR GRADES 
7-12 AT NIACC

On Monday, Nov. 4th, the 
North Central District of 

Iowa hosted a very large 
honor choir for students in 
grades 7-12.  Approximate-
ly 800 vocal students partic-
ipated in the North Central 
District Honor Choir.  The 
concert included four hon-
or choirs: 7th/8th grade 
girls’, 7th/8th grade boys’, 
9th/10th grade mixed choir, 
and the Festival Choir, 
which consists of students 
who have auditioned for 
the All-State Chorus.   

7th/8th Grade Girls’ 
Choir: 

Sopranos: Emma Eekhoff, 
Natalie Greving, Candy 
Salgado

Altos: Kadence Mossman, 
Olivia Portillo, Madison In-
gebritson, Harley Charlson

7th/8th Grade Boys’ 
Choir: 

Tenors: Mitchell Ackerman, 
Nick Sisson, Owen Kock-
orsky, Liam Whitehead

Basses: Caden Hankins

9th/10th Grade Mixed 
Choir: 

Sopranos: McKayla John-

Musical Notes
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son, Alexis Martin

Altos: Payton DeCoster, Rillie Elston, Re-
becca Dean

Tenor: Thomas Klaver, Izaac Watne

Bass: Joseph Bradburn, Ethan Hurt 

Festival Choir (Students Who Auditioned 
for the All-State Chorus)

Jaylynn Eddington (soprano); Katherine 
Soenen(alto); 

Huston Johnson (tenor); and Clinton Miller 
(bass).

MIDDLE SCHOOL  
SELECT CHOIR  
AUDITIONS

On Monday, Nov. 11th, Mr. Ackerman will 
hold auditions for the middle school select 
choir.  Any middle school student current-
ly enrolled in choir may audition for this 
group. 

The middle school select choir will re-
hearse EVERY Monday and Thursday 
morning from 7:30-8:15 a.m.  Students 
must arrange transportation to the school 
on Monday and Thursday mornings.  This 
group will perform at the March and May 
middle school concerts.  Please know that 
auditions will continue on Thursday, Nov. 
14th.  6th Graders who are selected for the 
MS Select Choir will automatically be cho-

Musical Notes
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sen for the 5th/6th grade 
honor choir in January and 
February.   

HIGH SCHOOL SELECT 
CHOIR AUDITIONS

On Tuesday, Nov. 12th, Mr. 
Ackerman will hold audi-
tions for the high school se-
lect choir.  Any high school 
student currently enrolled 
in choir may audition for 
this group.  The high school 
select choir will rehearse 
EVERY Tuesday and Fri-
day morning from 7:30-
8:15 a.m.  This group will 
perform at the March and 
May high school concerts.  
Please know that auditions 
will continue on Friday, 
Nov. 15th. 

CGD HIGH SCHOOL 
HOLIDAY CONCERT SET 
FOR DEC. 2

On Monday, December 
2nd, the Clarion-Gold-
field-Dows High School 
Music Department will 
present its holiday concert 
at 7:00 p.m. in the CGDHS 

gym.   Featured groups are: 
high school concert band, 
jazz band, and the high 
school concert choir.  The 
CGD Music Boosters plan 
to serve refreshments fol-
lowing the concert.  

The band will wear their 
concert band outfits while 
the choir will wear their 
choir robes.  

Boys: remember to wear 
black pants, black shoes, 
and black socks.  

Girls: remember nude-col-
ored hose and black flat 
dress shoes.  

All choir students need to 
report at 6:15 p.m. for vocal 
warm-ups.  Band students 
who are in choir need to 
get dressed prior to 6:15 
p.m. so they can be on time 
for choir warm-ups.  This 
concert is required, and it is 
part of the student’s overall 
music grade.  

The concert is open to the 
public, and there is no ad-
mission charge. 

CGD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
HOLIDAY CONCERT SET 
FOR DEC. 3

On Tuesday, December 3rd, 
the Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
Middle School Music De-
partment will present its 
holiday concert at 7:00 p.m. 
in the CGDHS gym.  Fea-
tured groups are: 6th grade 
chorus, 6th grade band, 
7th/8th grade chorus, and 
the 7th/8th grade concert 
band.  The CGD Music 
Boosters plan to serve re-
freshments following the 
concert.  

All middle school students 
involved in these groups 
need to report to the high 
school at 6:30 p.m. for vo-
cal warm-ups and tuning of 
instruments.  This concert 
is required, and it is part of 
the student’s overall music 
grade.  Students should 
wear dress clothes for the 
concert.  

(No jeans and t-shirts, 
please!)  

The concert is open to the 
public, and there is no ad-
mission charge.

Musical Notes
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Musical Notes

Three C-G-D High School Band students will also audition for positions in the 
All-State Band: (L to R) MacKenna Hasty (Clarinet), Isaiah Nebbe (Trombone), 
and Clarissa Hasty (Alto Saxophone). Photo by Bridget Shileny

Four Clarion-Goldfield-Dows High School vocal students will audition for the 
All-State Chorus: (L to R) Jaylynn Eddington (soprano), Katherine Soenen (alto), 
Huston Johnson (tenor), and Clinton Miller (bass).  Photo by Bridget Shileny
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In the Numbers
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THANK YOU V.J. SMITH!

V.J. Smith visited the middle 
school again this year to share 
the story behind his book The 
Richest Man in Town.

Students were taken on an 
emotional roller coaster ride 
as V.J. described how Marty, 
an unforgettable cashier at a 
local big box store, had a pro-
found impact on the people 
who went through his check-
out line.  Marty became a leg-
end in an unexpected place 
because he treated every-
body with dignity, kindness 
and respect.  As V.J. says, 
“Marty was living proof that 
you don’t need money, pow-
er or title to make a difference 
in life.  You just need to care.”
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Thank You So Much V.J.
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GO FURTHER CONFERENCE AT ISU

Eighteen lucky students attended the Go Further confer-
ence on October 31st at Iowa State University. Go Further is 
a one-day conference for 8-10th grade girls to learn about 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields 
through hands on activities and presentations. Students 
spent the day on the beautiful Iowa State University campus 
learning more about infusing their passion into potential 
STEM careers.

Women in Science
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ACTS OF KINDNESS WINNERS

Every month, the CGD Cowboy Cafe teams up with First State Bank of Clarion to offer 
an “Acts of Kindness” incentive. Students who are “caught” doing acts of kindness, 
receive a chip good for a free drink from the cafe, sponsored by FSB. CGDHS loves to 
show each other kindness and our #cgdpride.

Be the Nice Kid
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F.R.I.E.N.D.S CLUB

F.R.I.E.N.D.S. Club was started 
4 years ago at CGDHS as an 
inclusive club to inspire more 
involvement and communica-
tion between students with dis-
abilities and general education 
students. Every Wednesday 
during lunch, the club meets 
in the level 3 classroom. They 
enjoy talking, hanging out and 
planning upcoming events. 
F.R.I.E.N.D.S Club does both 
fun activities within the club and 
community service projects.  
Some of the fun activities they  
have enjoyed so far are going 
to the zoo, movie theatre, sen-

sory friendly prom, and a pj par-
ty. F.R.I.E.N.D.S Club has done 
some awesome service projects 
as well.  F.R.I.E.N.D.S. Club has 
helped with raking and bag-
ging leaves in the community, 
helped with the night hike and 
painted pumpkins with Kids 
Korner. They also did a “Light 
it up blue” last year  for autism 
awareness, and this year did 
their first ever “Purple Out” for 
Rett Syndrome awareness. 

With the holiday  season  right 
around the corner, the CGD 
F.R.I.E.N.D.S Club is doing a 
Thanksgiving Meal Kit Drive 
as their first service project this 

year to provide meals for fami-
lies in our community who may 
not get one otherwise. They 
are gathering monetary dona-
tions as well as food items, to 
meet their goal to feed 15 fami-
lies. They would love your help. 
For more information, email 
svinsand@clargold.org. Checks 
should be made out to CGD 
Friends Club. Donations can be 
dropped off at the CGD High 
School. 

Sonia Vinsand is the sponsor 
of F.R.I.E.N.D.S. Club. Madi Bi-
erl is the president and Jaidyn 
Lockwood is vice president.

Everybody Needs A Friend!
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RETT SYNDROME

October was Rett Syndrome 
awareness month. What is 
Rett Syndrome? Well, Rett 
Syndrome is a rare genetic 
neurological disorder that 
occurs almost exclusively in 
girls (1 in 10,000 births) and 
leads to severe impairments, 
affecting nearly every aspect 

of the child’s life: their ability 
to speak, walk, eat, and even 
breathe easily. To put it sim-
ply, imagine the symptoms of 
Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Par-
kinson’s, Epilepsy and anxiety 
disorder, all in one little girl, 
that is Rett Syndrome.  That is 
our Kayla. The color for Rett 
Syndrome awareness is purple. 
To help bring awareness to 

Rett Syndrome, F.R.I.E.N.D.S 
Club held a “Purple Out”. On 
October 16, CGDHS staff and 
students were encouraged to 
wear purple, and they turned 
out in force. Alicia Schaben 
(former CGDHS staff), staff and 
students at Lewis Central High 
School in Council Bluffs even 
joined in the fun. Way to show 
your #cgdpride! 

Because We Care
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FFA UPDATES

Clarion-Goldfield-Dows FFA chapter has had a busy 
start to the beginning of the year. We have had chap-
ter meetings with special guest of the state FFA of-
ficer team who led the chapter in leadership break-
out sessions. This last month the chapter compared 
whole wheat spaghetti noodles to a regular durum 
spaghetti noodle. They also had the opportunity 
to taste the difference between an all natural pasta 
sauce and a traditional sauce. The chapter took a look 
at fiber grams that they each provide & total sodium 
content of the sauces.  Chapter members have been 
digging in and helping prepare the food for all chap-
ter members.  This last month was a special guest 
Justine from the National Guard. She showed the as-
sembly 3 simple self defense moves. She also shared 
with the assembly about important ways to handle 
yourself in some situations that could be unsafe.  

Chapter News
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SCIENCE CLUB QUIZ BOWL

By Trish Rosauer-Hamski

Chemistry, Physics, and Stem Science Club participated in its first Quiz Bowl Tournament. The group 
of four traveled to Bishop-Garrigan on Oct 19th. Pictured Andrew Bell, Isaac Davis, Courtney Harle, 
and Briar Boll.

Quiz Bowl Tourney
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High School Art Class
COME SEE WHAT WE’VE 
BEEN UP TO!

Top Row of Photo Collage = In-
dependent Studio projects. This 
is the highest level of art class 
at the high school. Students de-
cide a theme for the semester, 
use a Google Form created by 
Mrs. Walker to plan each step 
of their projects, and complete 
works of art that go with their 
themes. Students can take this 

class multiple times and explore 
multiple themes after they have 
taken Art 1 and Art 2

Row 2 & 3 of Photo Collage = 
Art 2 Dynamic Charcoal Por-
traits. Students in Art 2 just com-
pleted their charcoal portraits. 
For many, it was their first time 
creating with charcoal! Students 
learned how to create dynamic, 
engaging, expressive, and nar-
rative portraits. There was an 

emphasis within this project on 
the students lighting and tak-
ing their own reference photos. 
Students were allowed to use 
any material for the background 
so long as it contributed to the 
message they wanted to portray.  

These works of art are now on 
display in the high school cafe-
teria and more will be added be-
fore parent-teacher conferences 
next week! 
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AG EDUCATION CLASSES

The Agriculture Education classes have been experiencing many hands on opportunities this last 
month.  The welding students had a lesson using cheese and crackers to begin their welding skills be-
fore heading to the shop.  In other classes, the sophomores learned about legal descriptions of farm 
ground and then had the opportunity to visit the courthouse and see how legal description plays an 
important role in the city limits and in the rural areas.  The freshman ag class spent several days learn-
ing about CDE’s.  A CDE is a Career Development Event that prepares you in the areas of personal 
growth, career success, and premier leadership.  They usually most enjoy taste testing cheese in Milk 
Products and swinging the hammer in Ag Mechanics.  

Agriculture at the High School
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FINAL SCRIMMAGE FOR 
SOCCER CLUB

On Friday, October 25, 2019, 
the CGDHS Soccer club had 
its final game scrimmage.  
The weather was sunny and 
somewhat cold, but the 
members had a great time.  
The game was very close. 
There were a couple of 
penalty kicks (neither were 
made), some missed shots, 
and very tight defenses.  
Team Verde won over Team 
Negro with the final score 2 
to 1.  A big thank you to the 
fans who came to watch the 
game. After the game each 
player received a participa-
tion medal and the winning 
team received the game tro-
phy.  

During the winter the club 
will focus on fund raising, 
hosting the concession 
stands at several freshmen 
home basketball games.  
Come out and support the 
CGDHS basketball teams 
and the soccer club at the 
same time.  

The soccer club will begin 
playing again in the spring, 
as soon as weather permits. 
Volunteers are always need-
ed.  If you would like to help, 
contact Miriam Meinke at 
mmeinke@clargold.org.  

Soccer Club Wrap Up
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Soccer Club Wrap Up


